AVhen the identification of pellagra-preventive factor with nicotinic acid, and the therapeutic value of nicotinic acid and its amide in the treatment of pellagra became established, it was desirable to devise methods for their quantitative determination in urine, in order to provide useful information in clinical investigations and for assessing the level of nutrition with respect to nicotinic acid, similar to those already in use for vitamin C and vitamin Bx.
Various methods have been suggested for the quantitative determination of nicotinic acid.
All these methods are based on the reaction in which the pyridine nucleus of the nicotinic acid is broken down by cyanogen bromide and an aromatic amine to give a compound which is coloured yellow. The intensity of the colour, which is a measure of the nicotinic acid content, is determined colorimetrically. Various amine reagents have been suggested for the development of the colour and it is found that p-aminoacetophenone, which has been recently introduced by Harris and Raymond (1939) , possesses many advantages over the reagents (aniline, metol, etc.) , suggested by other workers (aniline by Swaminathan, 1938; Kringstad and Naess, 1939; Pearson, 1939; Ritsert, 1939 
